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| EXCELLENCY 


L.Generall Cromwell, | 


AND 

| The reſt of the Councell of the Army 
OF THE 

Comonwealth of EnGarand : 


The humble and faithfull advice of divers affectionate Friends to the | 
"I  Parkament, Army and Commonwealth of England, 


"W Earing of your eſpeciall meetings in Councell in order 
HH ſetling of the Nation in Peace and Freedome , as 
A. perſonsalwayes ingaged with you-in affe ion and indea- 

| vours to the ſame juſt ends, :and alike concerned in the 

| ifſue and ſuccefle thereof; and knowing by fad experience how 
prone the wiſeſt have been to.miſtakings 1n affairs of this nature,we 
4 have decmed our ſelves bound in conſeience co contribuce what 
| we conceive requiſite, or maybe of ule for the ſteering of your 
courſe aright, and for the avoyding of thoſe rocks upon which 
many. have fallen for want of due and timely confideration': 
which cannot be avoided but by acleare knowledge of theFun- 
damentall Lawes and Libc ries of £»g/and,and by a firm reſolution 
to reſtore eycry of them withouc pairtiality unto their primitive 
power and efficacy throughout rhe Land; nutwithſtanding any 
corcupt intereſt, buzJt vpon their ruines or abuſcs, en 
So that waving ali things of innovation ( let pretences be ne- 
A | "ver 


ver fo ſpecious) the firſt thing neceſlary to the work you have un- 
dertaken, is to ſatisfie your underſtandings, what are thoſe Funda- 
meapalt Lawes and Liberties, Wi pext place by gil Jawfull 
megps to endeaygnr their geltaurgrion. 'Far, as you _- | argu» 
ed, yon arc not a mercenary Army, hired to ſecye any aibicrary 
power of State (ſach was the late Kings Army,fighting againſt the 
Fundamentall Lawes, to erect his will or corrupt Liwes by former 
Kings procured ſubſervient to will and power)but called forth and 
conjured by the ſeyeryll Declarations of Parliament to the defence 
of your own and the Peoples juft Rights and Libertics, whick 
our Anceſtours of famous memory have endeavoured to pre- 
ſerve with the price of their btoud, and you by that, and the 
late bloud of your deare friends and fellow-ſouldiers ( with the 
hazard of 'yogr own) do now lay claime to, theſe art; your own 
reaſonings when firſt you diſputed the Authority of Parliament, 
they having firſt declincd the Fandamentall Lawes, which was the 
 enely juſt ground of declining them. 

And as yop rightly yndecſtood, that being no mercenary Army, 
but called forth to the defence of your own and the Peoples juſt 
Righes and Liberties, you were not -bound to obcy commandy, 
though of a Parliament, contrary to the Fundamentall Lawes, ſo 
much more now are youto underſtand , That of any men in the 
world it would worſt become you, to becither adviſers or procu- 
rers of -other things then thoſe very true ancient fundamentalf 
Rights and Liberties. | | 

And you ſee likewiſe, that notwithſtanding the many profeſſ- 
ons and Proteſtations of this Army,to maintain the Fundamentall 
Lawes and Liberties of this Nation, it yet remains under a greater 
degree of bondage, and fuller of juſt eomplaints then ever,becauſe 
you have flackened your zeale, and there hath not been that dili- 
$ent perſeverance in all lawfull indeavours untill their plenary re- 

auration and firm eſtabliſhment : Your ſtudy ought not to be like 
Conquerors , to make things new , or innovate upon the Funda. 
mentall Lawes (that never-failing means of trouble and confuſion) 
* but to cleare them from thoſe many incroachments, violations and 
abuſes both upon the Lawes themſelyes,and the execution of them, 
which have almoſt rendred them of ao benefit, and full of vexati- 
on tothe people of this Nation. 

You may pleaſe to obſerve, it is not the being of a/Parliament 

q that 


 .thenche Houſe of Lords, which by =_ very Lawes of ha" 
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that makes the Nation happy, bar their maintaining of the Fitts 


damentall Rights and Liberties, nor that in words onely and De- 
clarations, bur in the reall and effetual eftabliſhment of them; and 
when ny ont TG, or ſet up mms - me ry, or 
oppoſe iſhmp of them, they prove them cacmies 
and reduce this Nation into a ary. of bondage. Fin 
Be pleaſed to review your Remonſtrances and Declarations 
which in a} parts of them have held forth the elearing , ſertling 
and ſecuring of the Rights , Libertics, and peace of the Nati- 
on, the only juſtifiable end of all-your publique motions and "ca- 
deavours, appealing to the whole Nation, tothe world, and to 
Almighty God, for the juftncfſe, reaſonablenefle, and common 
concernment of your deſires and intentions therein ,.yea ſo wiſely 
carefull were ye over.the common Rightsand Liberties of the pee- 
ple, and of their ſafety , that you propoſed that in things clearly 
deſtruQtive to thoſe Rights, there might be forthe future a liberty 
for dilenting Members in the Parliament co enter their diflent, and 
thereby to acquit themſelyes from the guilt or blame of what 
evills mc enſue , vhat ſo the people might regularly come ts 
know who they are that performe their traſt faithfully , and 
who not, an argument amongft- others then urged by the Army, 
importing the greateſt zeal and fincerity , to the reſtoring of the 
Fundamentall Lawes , that could poſſibly be exprefled. 

Nor is there(as we verily believe) any juſt ebjetion, that ſhould 
Kagger you in perſeverance accor ly, although we cannot de- 
ny, but that all the old and new Sophiſms and delnſive arguments 
deviſed by corrupt intereſts , in defence of themſelves againſt the 
Fundamentall Lawes and Liberties of the people, have been ſo di- 
ligently blown abroad , that we find they have captivated many 

mens underſtandings, and are ready and uppermoK almoſt in 
all diſcourſes, urging that if you now (endeavourthe reftauration 


_ of the antient Fundamentall Lawes and Liberties of Exgland, you 


feek to re-editic the things you have thrown down , as Kingly go- 
yernment, whichthe Parliament , not without ſafficient grounds, 
yored to be uſclefle, burthenſome, and dangerous; for , fay 
they, hath been more antient in F»g/and,, unto which even by the 
yety Lawes were annexed large revenues, and extraordinary 
eraſts, as the Af6/it5s, and the like > what more antient auchority 
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WHdTarifdiaion in appeals after [udgement, and both Kings and 
Peersever eſteemed an efſcntial part of Parliaments ; 'the Bi- 
(hops likewiſe of long continuance, and very many Lawes extant 


in tavour'of them. 

__ Bar as crurh is: more antient then error, and: righteouſ- 
nefle was - before ſinne, though error and {inne have much to 
ſay for their ant!quity, ſo is it anſwered ir theſe and the like caſes; 
though Kings, aud Lords; and Biihops have beea of long continu» 
ance, and nave procured many Laws to be made in leverall times, 
by Parluments in favour of them, yet upon duc examination it will 
app-ar, that:they are not of Fundamentall In!t cucton, no more 
then many other corrnpt interelts, yet exrant , whucktime afcer 
time have one made way for another, until] at length chry got the 
ſway of all things, ſate themſelves upmolt in, all places, oft times 
filied the feats in Parliament, and then mide Lawes in t:vour of 
themiclves, and each others intereſt, and in ſubyerlion of the Fun- 
damentall Lawes, endeavouting all they could utterly co root 
them up, and.cobiotthe knowledge of them out of all remews 
brance. . | 

And therefore to find ont-what are truly Fundamentall. Inftitu« 
tions, you may pleaſe to look beyond Kings, and as you-paſle 
them, you will perceive that cheir originall was either by force 
from without, or from confederacy within the Land, chat of their 
confederates they made Lords and Maſters over che people, crea- 
ted offices, and made their creatures officers for life, whereas the 
true mark ofa Fundamentall Inſtitution is only one years.continus 
ance in an office, by which mark it is evident,that neither Kings nor 
Houſe of Lords acc of Fundamentall Inſtitution, all cruc Fundas 
mentall Inſtitutions ordaining cleFion to every office, which is a- 
nother mark , and that, by the Inhabitants of the place where the 
office is to beexerciſed.; and-another ſpeciall mark is,. that che 
main ſcope andintent of the office and baſineſſe thereof, is- of e- 
quall concerament to the generall g50d of all the people, and 
ned to make men great, wealthy and powcrtfull, all which 
nadoubted marks exclude not only Kings, and Lords, and Biſhops, 
but many other incereſts of men in this long enſlaved and deluded 
Nation. 

So that in removing theſe uſciefle, burthenſome and dangerous 
intereſts of Kings, Lords, and Biſhops, po violence at all _ 

cm 
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been done to the Fundamentall Laweyg and. Liberties, of. England,” 7 
but they are ('» farre cleared and. ſecured from innovation, and. 
many oppreflions which attended them., . __, ets 
Nor t5 there ground for any to ſuppoſe, that in [92 04iag phe ofRe 
aaticnt funcamental) Rights of Englandghere wijl be a necellity of 
. maintaining any the Courts in Weſt minfter,or their cedious, barthen- 
ſome or deltructive way of proceeding 1A trial of Cates, both Chan- ' 
cery, and, the relt being in all things (except the uſe of Jucies)all of 
them of Regall inſticu:ivn except the Commmon Pleas, which is ſo 
a/ſ0,as co its oeing ſeated 1h Weftminſter: Theſe haye ſometimes been 
ſtrengthened by Laws made in Pathaments, which were eyer. to 
give place to DE an being indeed null and void, wherein 
any particular they innovate upon , or are contrary ,unto thea : 
All cauſes »y the fandamentall Laws being to be decided and, fl- 
nally ended, palt all appeal, in the Hundreds, or County Court 
where parcics refide, or where the complaint is made, by ] uries, 
wichouc more charge or time then is neceflary,, ſo that untill the 
Norman Conqueſt , the Nation never knew or felt the charge, 
trouble, or intanglements of Judges, Lawyers, Attorneys, Solici- 
tors, Filors, aad the reſt of that ſort of mca, which ger. great _e- 
Kates by the too frequent ruines of induſtrious People, Rk 2- 
nother mark co know that all ſuch are+not of. fundamencall inſti- 
tution, but Regall, and creed for the increaſe and defence of that 
intereſt, | | 
As for thoſe defeRs which are many times obſcryed. in Juries, 
and ſomc inconveniences which enſnc in ſome caſes under gther 
fundamencall Conſtizutions; it is to be noted, that there is not 
perfection to be expcRed in any Government in this world, it be- 
ing impoſſible for the wiſelt men that ever were co compoſe ſuch 
Confticutions, as ſhould in-every caſe warrant a juſt event. Yet ſo+ 
careful! have our Forefathers been, that the Laws of England are as 
+0 ah of evill, and as cff:Aive forgood , as any Laws /ia the 
world.. | 
| And for Juries, whatever juſt complaint lies againft them, it 
doth not relate to the Conſtitution it ſcIfe, (which Kingy have of- 
ten atterpted to deftroy, as the main fortrefle of the peoples li- 
berty) but againſtſuck abuſes, in the packing and framing of Ja 
ries, in their byaſKog or over-awing, by the lervile and parciall Of- 
ficers about the Courts, by the Kings Sheriff, or under-Sherift; and | 
| other, 
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othet;by-wayes,that others have found ont ; all which abnſes are 
marters of juſt complaint , and require reAification , and ought 


not to be made uſe.of as a ground of Innovation, or an argument a- - 


inſt your fandamenrall Confticution. ; 
Others there are, who finding the great importance of Juries 


to preſerve the people's Liberties, and that through the ſenſe that | 


the people have thereof, it will be but a vain thing to attempt the 
rotallcaking them away, have invented a ſtrartagem that will ren- 
der them inttead of being a fountain of equall Juſtice to the.peo- 
ple, the means only of advancing the rich, andan awe upon the 
middle and meaner ſort of men, which they would do upon the 
common pretence of Prerogative, that onely men of eftate and 
qualiry ought to be entruſted with the derermination and deciſion 
of exuſes, and therefore have contrived that ſuch only «s are worth 
one hundred mark per an»wmw, fhould be capable of being choſen 
Jury men, which if obtained, we cannot from -rhence but make 
theſe conclufions, 

I. That the Fundamentall Conſtitation is thereby violated, 
which gives equall reſpeR to all men, paying Scor and Lot in the 
places they imhabit. | : 

+ 2, Byrthe ſame liberty they alter the Conſtication in this parti» 
cularat this. time, they may at another time totally take it a« 
Way. | 

3+ That ix is a policy agreeable ro that of Kings, in reducing the 
power of Judgement into the hands of a few, and the rich, 'who 
may with much more caſe be corrupted, then the generality: It be- 
ing alſo a bringing of this Nation to the condition of the French, 
and making it confiſt only of Gentleman and Peſants, 

You may be pleas'd in the next place to confidcr the particular 
of Preſſing, or forcing men to ſerve in the warres againlt their 
confents, then which nothing is more contrary to fundamentall 
liberty ; the King did alweyes make uſe of i, and ſuch abroad, 
whoſe government ha's not that goodnefle and freedome in it, as 
co invite men voluntarily to its defence ; a good government can= 
not need it, ſince in that it would be the intereſt of every man ro 
hazard his hfe and fortunes for its conſervation, and therefore we 
dehice that this antient liberty may be tenderly preſerved. 

' For Tythes, they ney five conceive ) be taken away, with- 
out 


: they were not) having no qualifications agtecable unto; thoſe 


of being Popiſh at firſt, and partly Regall, afterwards chan+ 
gee ſolely into the Regal Intereſt, to maintain anumerons ſort of | 
le Sophiſters, under pretence of being Miniſters of Chriſt (which 
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which were ſo indeed, to preach up the Regall Intereſt-wick their 
own: Fundamentalſinſtitution impoſerh no charge upon the peo- 
ple, but for maintenance of the impotent and poor, or for ſuch as 
are reſtrained untill time of trial! for want of Sureties : All which 
the Neigabourhood is ro levy, or for publique defenee againt ene- 
mics, which is referred by Fundamental! Cenfticution unto anaus} 
chofen Truſtees in the Grand Councell of the people,called from 
the Norman Parliament , upon whom the continued labours and 
policies of the Conquerors ſucceſſors have had great influence, by 
whoſe endeayonrs this burthen of Tythes came'to fiave the coldur 
of ' Law ſet upon it, though in this, axm-all things els ; Parliament 
Law way ever to give way to Fundamentall , being aull and void 
in it ſelfe, where it innovates upon the antient Rights of the peo- 
ple, and hath been ſo acknowledged, enated, and declared | by 
mot Parliaments; -of ſo Supreme Authority in this Nation have 
fundamentalls eyer beene, whereof Annuall new eleRed' Parlia- 
ments is one and a chiefe, being inftitured for-prefervation ,-an 
not fordeſtruRtion of fundamentals, for then it might null Par- 
liaments chemſelyes, which could never be within the truſt of Par. 
haments. hd KL, 

But yet ſo unhappy have Parliaments been'iin 'moſttimes ſince 
the Conqueſt, that waving their care of the fundamental! Liberties 
of the Nation, they bave ſo multiplied Laws vpon 'Laws to their 
prejudice, that the whole voluminous bulk of the book of Statutes 
ferves but as « witnefſe of their defeRion, and of the prevalence of 
the Regill intereſt and his adherents ; of which deviation from 
their rule (the Fundamental Law) not avy one thing is' core /re- 
markab{y pernicious to induſtrious people, then'this of tythes, or 
mforced maintenance for Miniſters, or any other ſort of men; 'ex- 
cept fuch'as are afore-mentioned ; fo that tythes being utrerly 
aboliſhed, the people are delivered from 'a moſt heavy "aud 
grinding oppreſſton , and thereinreſtored to Fulidamenralt Li- 
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"- ments,0pinions and practiſe ia matrers of Re'iigion, with the pro- 
ceedings thereupon, and:paniſhments annexed, th-re 1sno ground 
art-all-for them, the Fundamenta!| Law of Eng/and being as freg 
and: clear from any ſuch perſecuting ſpirit, as che Word of God 
is queſtioning none, nor permictiag that they fſhoald be queſti. 
by otherwiſe moleſted 5 much Iciſe puniſhed , but for ſuch. 
things only, as whereby ſome other perſon is injured , in perſon, 
goods, or good name, or in wife, chi!dren, or ſervart; and therein 
alſo it provid es, that none be tortured upon any occalion whatſo- 
ever, and that no lefſe then two Jawtult:iVitnefles .reſuiticient to 
proveevery fad: Alſo,that where any accuſed perſon can procure 
Surcties, there-be no reſtraing of the body in_prifon;, whar is in 
gommon praiſe contrary hercunco, hath becninnovarcd contiae 
ry40-Fundamenta]l Right, and may.lawfuily, be cxforgivd aud ce- 
duced to its orjgiaall ſtate again, and thereby alſo the per:pic! re- 
ſtared -to anticnt right therein, and freed from abundance vf mile 
Chief and inconvenience. þ. | | 
And ſo'extremely doth the Fandamentall Conftitutions of 
, England regard true fitedome, that ir allows of Bail in any caſe, 
without exception,;where it,can be obtained, 'and admits no im- 
priſonment of the perſons of any tor debt, chooſing rather . that 
one.man ſhould ſufter in his eſtace, then that the bodies of men 
and women-ſhou!d be, as it were, buried alive ia pgoales and pri- 
ſons, as thouſands have been, and ſtil] are, to the hearts grief ot all 
tender hearted people. | 
- ;1But.thentbe fundamencal Law provides, that where there is any 
eſtate; there ſatisfaRion isto be made,as far as it will reachleaving 
ſtill ſome necedaries for life, otherwiſe it were more gricyous for 
poor debtors, then for many ſorts of wilfujl malcfaRors; for how- 
ever.the preſent practiſe is, and long hath been, by the fundamen- 
i411 Law, theeltare even of a capitalibffender thar ſuffers death for 
his offence;45 not-forfeited, bur deſcends to his family, as other 
oens, after ſatisfaction made to the partics damnified: Theſe for- 
feiturcs no.doubthave beenthe principall cauſe that many an in- 
nocent, man$life, hath been unjultly raken away,and many a worthy 
honeſtman comet o be busn'd in the kand;and howeverParliaments 
have been drawn in to countenance ſuch praQtiſes,it was the inven- 
tion of Kings to turn families pplide down ar pleaſure, for to them 
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their forfeitures went, and they gave) them to theic ercatures"and 
Sickovams; ſo thathere'you fee ayers erin; | 


Parliament to remgye theſc evills, and coreftOre our rights in cheſe 
and many - other rticulars, without interchanging gr in- 


noyating upon aw of England. ' © 
- The Ot ertaakbls deſcent-:of. inherirances-to the el. 
deſt ſonne onely , is. alſo: no part'-of- the Fundamentall* Law, 
but quite contrary thereunto,, that. honeſtly and cconſcions. 
bly provided , that all inheritances thould diſcend to'all the 
' children alike, chafing rather that ſome ill- deſerving | chil- 
dren ſhould have where they deſerye nor, then-that ic ſhould be ax 
the will of parents, or in the power of the Law; to expoſe many. 
ro ſuch inconveniences, and deſtruftive courſes , which younger 
brothers for the moſt part hath been caſt upon: Divers other bran- 
ches there are of rhe Fundamentall Law, as is'that.eoncerning Ju- 
ries; the Liberty of Exception againſt thirty five\- without. ſhewing 
cauſe, and of as many more as cauſe canbeyuſtly alledged againſt; 
untill the party doth evidently ſee an indifferency.in his Tryers, As 
alſo to admit no examination of any againſt chemſelves, norpuniſh- 
ment for refuſing to anſwer to queſtions, Nor conviction without 
wo lawful Witneſſes ar the leaſt;and that it is the duty of the Offi« 
cer of the Court to declare to every perſon. theſe his Rights,andito 
bring them to remembrance, if negleRed to be demanded ; allthis: 
ſhewes that the Fundamentall Law. of England is a Law of Wiſ- 
dome, Juſtice and much mercy, ſuch as God will bleſle,, choſing! in 
all-caſes rather that ſome guilty perſonsfhould ſometimes eſcape; 
then that one innocent perſon ſhould. caufleſly be condemned; 
And whereas it hath bcene ſuppoſed , that the puniſhmene: of 
theft by death is fundamencall, it is a meer miſtake, it, as moſt 0+ 
ther like chings, being an innovation ,-and no way tending to the" 
lefſening of offenders, but rather to their encreaſe,and-indeed ne- 
ceſlitating, or ſtropgly tempting every one that robs, to murther 
alſo: For as the practiſe long cime hath been, one witnefſe even-of 
the party himſelf chat is robbed ſufficeth for proof,: and caſtsthe 


thief for his life , what.way then is more fafe for the thief;, them: 
to murther whom he robs, to prevent his teſtimony: againſt his life, 
ſecing he dies, if proved a thief, and. can do no more if'/proved 2 
murtherer? Beſides, when the Fundamencall Confticution -was/in 
force, it puniſhed offenders according - the nature of their theft, 
| | #7 = ſome 
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ety at over England with but a in his hand; be» 
fides,the Law of death for theft is many times te means why rob- 
bers eſcape, for that many geod and tender-hearted people, either 
upon the conſideration above-mentioned, decline proſecuri- 
on, becauſe if they ſhovld proſecute, they muſt either ſweare- 
faiſly, and undervalue- what they loſt, or take away life, 
where in conſtience they jud ge they ought nor; all which would. 
not be, were the puniſhment proportioned: to the offence, as in the 
Fundamentali-Law it is. 

As mack likewiſe may be ſaid concerning the ſervile tenures of 
Copyholds, how long ſoever they have been, they are the ſlavith re- 
mainsof conqueſt,inconſiſtent with true freedome , or the Funda» 
mntall Law of £ug/and, and may, and a5 the reft forcnamed, ovghe- 
tobe reduced to rhe! true ſtate of anticnt right, and che people 
thereby freed” from abundance 'of torment, and vexation of 
& # #* : 


All Monopolicsat home, and all reſtraint of trade 2broad to 
diſtin companies of: men, are all oppoſire co the antient righrs of 
the people, and may jultly be reduced to a-univerſall freedome to c- 
very Engliſhman, which will make ctrad- in time to flouriſh, and. 
wealth and plenty of all-neteflaries to abound, eſpecially if the way 
of. raifing money by cuſtome and Excize were laid afide, being ut-- 
rerly-deſtruRtive:totrade, and rendring the lives of eradeſmen te- 
dious and irkfome to them, .and/ hath no conſiſtence with Funda- 
mentall right ; for according ro that rule, no impoſition onght to- 
be laid upon crade, but what moneys are at any time found needfull 
by Parliament, oughe co be levied by way of Subſidy, or an equall 
proportion all mens cftates ,' reall and perſonall, in which 
coutſe the whole, within two pence or rhree'pence in the pound, is 
broughwinto the publike creaſury,whereasin the-other way, vaſt ſums- 
go-tothe maintenance of Officers, ſo as you perceive in this and all 
other particulars hitherto recited, the moſtantient right is not en- 
ly due, but moſt for the eaſc => when of the people; you miy per-- 
ceive by what hath been-expreſſeq whar are ove antient rights, and 
whae, bow many; and how grew have been oor almoſt as anticar. 
wrongsand oppreflions. | vt 


Some- 


TT : 
- +5 
4 Mr ® 
.»  Fome of our agtient rights re alt 
c - mm. - » ” -. WW x 2; 
: 


ments and oy my hich ought anoually. 
which annnall = cab puree youre deen intermitcted,, 
that inherent right withheld, which ſhould have ſome ſperia! thi 


for ies excuſe, and happy were the people, and dobbclefſe happy 

would it be or thispeetcnr Parliament alſo, that it may truly 
ſaid they held-the Partiamentarypower ſo long, that they might re- 
ſtore the peopltetorheir antient native rare , the Fundamentall 
Laws, to theirfall force and power, for whickend it was}, as you 
declared, that you reſerved theſe, when yon excluded the reſt ; and 
therefore ſurely in this and many more reſpcAts you are obliged to 
Ne ner dſo agrerti ter purer of Oh, ANENEsr A 
are not adle-to in , Wor 
of Parliaments a move them in fome ſhort fg 4 6 A 
new Parliament to be choſen, that they may take place of rhem, ir 
being in no wiſe ſafe for the Packiament to diſſolve, untill the new 
Wo ready to ſit when they riſegnor would we for any thing 
inthe world,;thatParliame be accuſtomedto be foreed,no- 
thingbeing of morc dangerous conſequence to Government it ſelf. 
Which endeavours and defires we ſhall be ready to ſecond you in, 
and wertruſt you-will not omit ro do it by way of Petition with all 
pollible (peed, that rhe defires of pooG&men may be [atisfied , in 
ſeemg this Parliament yet honour themſclves, and blefſe the Nation 
with the proper fruit of their ſo —_ years labour, bard{hip and 
miſery; the re-1njoyment of their birth-righe; Qrif char cannoe be 
obcained, you and your friends defiring it, they will not defer to 
give up their truſt into the hands of another Parliament ,Swhich 
when you underſtand, we ſhall then defire you to acquaing the 
peeple whattheir antient rights are, and how and by what intereſts 
of men they have been withheld fromrhem, .that ſo they may at 
lengehr beware, #nd not chuſe ſuch men to make them free , whole 
inteceſt, advantage, and way of living,binds to keep them in perpe- 
tuali bondage: And to inform them likewiſe, that it is not Statute 
Law, northe'opinion of Judges, and book-caſes, nor the Preroga- 
tive of Princes, Lords, and great ones, nor any thing bur their Fun- 
damentall Rights that can render them free or happy, and. to-per- 
ſwade them no longer to giye car to ſuch charming 2s hath been to 

their bondage and miſery: And that you wilt be as . ongly provi- 
WOIK OT Ccleg- - 

mies, 
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ded againſt all motions of 1nnovyation, us againk the 
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mics, though they hopld afſail you with ſeeming. arguments from 
Scriptare,the Scripture ial yo particular rulegfor, the Govetn- 
- 'ment of Nations, the Government of the Iſraclifts being only in- 
tended for them, and cicher binds nor, oc els it binds in all and-eye- 

ry part; ſo as thoſe who mee tythes by that Law, or puniſh-ſome 
offences according to that Law, are bound alſo to circumciſe, and to 
offer Sacrifice, and indeed to fulfill the whole Law, none having 
power to make choice of one part, and refuſe another. | 

IF they urge from the Goſpell, chat indecd'gives moſt blefſed 
rules for faith and converſation, but 8s to Goverament, it is appa- 
raqtfrom thoſe wards of our Saviour, { who made me a divider of 
i#heritances) that the Goſpel intends not ſo much carthly , as hea- 
yenly things; but both-old and new Covenants agree in this,-that 
all juſt agreements and pf amongh men, ( ſuch are our Fun- 
damentall Lawes) ought invielably tobe kept and obſeryed.. . .. 

_ 'The ſenſe of the Law of God is cleare in this, that it.is a curſed 

thing to remove the land-marks of forefathers; nor are any more 
highly approved of by God himſelf then the Rechabires, for walk- 
ing ſtcdfaſtly in the laws and conſticutions.of their forefathers. . - 

Norcan any thing be more deſtruftiye to Government or hu- 
mane Society, then for men. to admit that chey are not obliged to 
obſerve the Fundameneall juſt Iafticutions'of the countrey wherein 
they were born, there being nothing that tendeth ſo wes, to the 
tbaking of a well-bounded ſociety of men into anarchy and confu- 
fion : For, what is.it that gives any man propriety in what he hath 
bur Fundamentall Law ? What is it els that defends propriety ,. but 
Fundanentall Legall Power ! Why have you, and we, and thou- 
ſands more ſo cried out upon ſuch as pretended a Prerogative above 
Fundamental! Law, and above Parliaments, but that ie was in ſub- 
verſion thereof ? Why did our Forefathers and all their. poſterity, 
dowa to our ſelyes, ſo beavily complain agaioft the with-holding 
of Parliaments, and againſt eriall of Cauſcs by any other way but by 
Juries, but that they. are both Fundamentall ? Why was it alwayes 
noted as a mark. of regall prevalencie in Parliaments when any 
ching paſſcd there contrary to thoſe ancienpRulcs? . Why upon all 
complaints of oppreſſion are the amendments alwayes made by 
chat Rule, asthat when Parliaments bad been deferred, and-com- 
plairit made, the remedy runs thus : For remedy of grievances and 
1/chiefs Which daily happen, a Parliament ſpall be choſen once every 

| Jeore 
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cient then the AR of Parliament of amendment.” 1: Pk oh 
- Alſo afterabuſe and innovation in-triall of Cauſes-the- amend- 
ment comes ,and ſayes, That. wo. man ſpall be. attachtd,. fined, 
impreſoned , exiled or deprived. of life , limb, liberty or ſtate , but 
by Inrizs, according. to the Law of | the Land : Which ſhevyes 
e Fundamental! Law to have. been time out. of *mind before 
Magna C'arta or any Statute Law... Why when efter-judgment 
in the legal] Courts, the Chancery, and Parliament had taken 
cognizance of the ſame Cauſes by way of appcale, doth the amend- 
meat come and ſay, henceforth after judgment in the legall Courts 
the parties ſhall be in quiet and free from being called either into 
Chancery or into Parliament , according to the Law of the Laud, 
but jn reſpeR to the ſupremacy of Fungamenralls ? Why were Pe+ 
ritioners in former times ſo carefull not to inſert the leaſt ſyſlable 
contrary.to the Fundamentall Law, bur that they knew Parliaments 
were chiefly ordained for their preſervation ? And it will: not be 
thronghly welt in Exg/and, till Parliaments make anſwer to Petiti- 
oners according to the Rule of the Fundamentall. Law. The late 
Worceſterſhire Petitioners for Tythes may then know: what they 
mayjuſtly expe fromthem, viz.that they are at libertyeither to give 
or pay tythes, or any other proportion of their incombs , to ſuch 
whom they . will contra. with for their labours in teaching 
divine things , or any other kind of learning, but thoſe that ap- 
prove. not -of - paying, are not to. be enforced; and thus in- all 
things are the Engliſh free, wherein their neighbour is not vio» 
lated, | 
Had this rule been obſerved of late years, it had e're this ſtopt 
the mouths of many Petitioners, and begot a better underſtanding 
amongltthe people, who have been ſhattered into ſhivers for want 
of chis principle to unite them, eyery man ſtirring and contending 
as for life for his 0wu opinion; one_will have the Parliament do 
this, another that; others gathering themſelves together in knots, 
and boaſting how many hands they had to their petstion; aſecond: 
ſort of men to theirs, and fo of the reſt , how' many friends they 
had in the Houſe for this thing, how many for that; and thus. like 
maparncr Babel , they have. been devided for want of know- 
ledge,and tixednedle in and upon the Fundamentalls,which-only can 
give reſt to the ſpirits of the Engliſh, the goodneſſe whereof ha- 
ving 


= A 


tleſſe this-way. or none muſt come the erne and lating papec a- 
ourſelves,and by this mcans only-ean we evembe con- 
fderable,cicher againſt obſtinate corrupt intereſt at home, or againſt 


foraign pretenders and enemies abroad, who otherwiſe OE 
us to be a floating nabalanced people, and confequently divides 


and ſubdivided within our ſelves, will never ceaſe to difturb-this 
Nation ; - wherees were we once again bound and knit 
with this juſt and pleaſant ligament of fundamenrall Law , divide 
and reign, would not be ſo frequent in their yanquiſht mourks , 
which indeed is the main ground of the hopes. 

- Confider we beſerch you, how uncertain the rule of prudence and 
diſcretion is am the wiſeſt and beſt of men , how unſtable 
thar le were that ſhould be every to make their Laws, or 
to Rablith rhem, have we not found the Proverb verified, So 
men , /o many wind: ; this thing vored by one fort of men as 

juſt and neceſlary , yea mens eſtates, and hiyes, and conſciences 
caſt upon it, and thoſe the belt of men,wken in ſhort time afterthe 


ſame voted down as moſt unjuſt and pernicious;infinite inſtances of ' 


this kind we deubt not will come to your remembrance, and there» 
fore not without good cauſe haye our Predeceſſors given fuck rar 
reipeR to their Fundamental! Rights, that nnlefſe mens under- 
ftandiogs were even bewirched with the fallarics of corrupt inte- 
reſt, they wouldchooſe rather to loſe their lives, then to part 
with onc of them, eſteemingevery man, though born 1m ZE» 
no more a true Engliſhman, then as he-maintained che Fundamen- 
tall Libertics of his Country. | | 
To conclide, none everyctdenied that we had Fundamentall 
Randing Laws, and ſuch as apainſt which eo Statute Law ought 
z30 be obeyed; but endeayours you will find have been in all apes for 
Powers coeſtabliſhthemſebres, and govern by diſcretion; upon « 
pre of more <calic and ſpeedy diſpateh. of juſtice, as rhe late 
King did, when he'by power brake up the ſhort Parliament; before 
this;heipublikely declared, that he and his Lords would with more 
ſpeed and bercer juſtice cedreſle the grievances of the peopic , then 
che Parliament could do. -_ ob 
And though this bach been a diſeaſe incident to the amnlly 
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give-Laws,and inforcethem upon the people,yed as it is man 
aguinſt che Fundamencall Rights of the people 08 England, whic 
you 
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been -once taſted , woutd ſoon beget a reconcilement ; and 
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© being defil 


- miniſtration of juſtice and righteouſneſſe, andin full poſſeſſion of 
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| add on ſedly fought to reſtore, and | 

congG their gor their friends, ſo have you by Declara- 
tions laid grouads againlt ſuch remprations ; and as abhorring all 
ſuch wicked and unjuſt intentions, would not have any entertain a- 


ny ſach ſauſpition of youz we have very great hopes, that as you 


will _—y reſerve } dayo hands, your and power from 

by impoſing Innovations, or conitinuing fack as have 
been brought upon us, or yet by being inftrumentall ro ſuch «s 
would, fo we truſt, and carneſtly intreat that you would lay the 
premiſcs to heart, and by wiſdome and perſeverance, procure the 
antient good Laws of Expland to be re-cſtabliſh:d amongſt vs, - 
they being ſo ju't, ſo metcifuil, ſo preſervative to all peaccable 
minded people, io unburthenfome to the induſtrioas , ſo oppoſite 
to all ſelf-incereft ſo correRtive of any manner of wrong, ſo quick 
in diſpatching, ſo equall in the means, ſorighteous in their judye- 
ments, proporcioning puniſhments to offenders, ſo tetider of the 
ifnocent, ſo c-nſonant to right reaſon, and having no diſproporti- 
on co all true Chriſtian doArine, that the_goodnefle of them , as 
well #5 becauſe they are the tyes, the Bonds and Ligamears of the- 
people, and both your and our Rights and chiefe inheritance , we 
truſt will cauſe you, like the true ſons of your worthy and valiant 
Anceſtor, to be enamored of them , and to be now much more of 
the ſame mind, then when you profeſſed that yon eſteemed neicher 
life nor livelyhood, nor your neercſt relations, a price ſufficient 
to the purchaſe of ſo rich a bicſfing, that you, and all the free-borne 
people of England might fit down in quiet, under the glorious ad- 


thoſe Fundamentall Rights and Liberties, without which we can- 
not be ſecure of any comfort of life, or ſo much as life ir ſelf, bac 
at the pleaſure of ſome men, ruling meerly according to will ant 
wer. 
Fn: And may the integrity of your hearts ſo in all 
your ations, as may render =_ well- pleaſing in the fighe of God, 
who hath regiſtred all your Vows (of freeing this Nation from all - 
kinds of bondages) in the dayes of your diftrefle : ws rherefore 
in 


your hearts faitbfull;As Aſoſes, who when he was to 
lites out of .£gype, would not leave a hoof in bondage : andin 
ſo doing onely,will you be the rejoycing of this Nation to all-ge- 
Rerations. . HSE: 208 
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